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The 1719 William Trent House Museum

Å Built in 1719 by a wealthy Philadelphia shipping merchant at the 
Delaware River on ancestral lands of the LenniLenape people

Å Restored and furnished according to architectural analysis and the 
ǇǊƻōŀǘŜ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƻǊȅ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ¢ǊŜƴǘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ мтнп

Å Inventory includes eleven enslaved people including six adult men, 
one adult woman, two boys, one girl, and one male child 

Å¢ǊŀŘŜ ƭŜŘƎŜǊǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ¢ǊŜƴǘΩǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ
buying and selling enslaved people
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Our Goals

Å Integrate presentation about what we know about the enslaved 
people into tours and exhibits

Å Incorporate information about the institution of slavery in the 
northern colonies as historical context 

Å Link the history of slavery in New Jersey and the United States to 
ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ-standing issues of racism 

Å Serve as a place for civil discourse and learning about 
local, state, and national social justice issues
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Our Motivation

Å As an historic site, we have a responsibility to tell the full story ς
but in the past we have not done so

Å If we ignore the painful elements of our history, our community 
will see us as irrelevant 

Å If we present difficult information with honesty and respect, 
we can serve as a safe space for dialogue
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Questions for You

Å Whose are the invisible stories at your site or institution?

Å What about those stories has kept them invisible?

Å What challenges do you see in telling those stories?
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Approaches to Presenting and Discussing 
Challenging Issues ς¢ǊŜƴǘΩǎ tǊƻōŀǘŜ LƴǾŜƴǘƻǊȅ

1719 William Trent House Museum - Trenton, NJ 6



Approaches to Presenting and Discussing 
Challenging Issues ςOther Documents - Giving the 
Enslaved Personhood
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Approaches to Presenting and Discussing 
Challenging Issues ςYaffand Joan
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Approaches to Presenting and Discussing 
Challenging Issues - Yaff
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Approaches to Presenting and Discussing 
Challenging Issues - Joan
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Approaches to Presenting and Discussing 
Challenging Issues ςFood and Diet 
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Approaches to Presenting and Discussing 
Challenging Issues ςFood and Diet
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